Orkney & Shetland

& ‘ o
4':{1.1 « 0§

—~ % -F .

Y 4 e NorthLink

Your guide to visiting
Scotland’s Northern Isles

www.northlinkferries.co.uk
Operated by




The Northern Isles are breath-taking and wild, rich in
Norse and Scottish history, wildlife, unique folklore, music,
poetry and prose. They may feel a long way away but with
NorthLink Ferries they're closer than you think.

Discovering the islands has never been easier
as NorthLink Ferries operates up to three
sailings a day to Orkney and Shetland. Sailings
routinely depart from Scrabster (near Thurso)
to Stromness in Orkney and there are nightly
sailings from Aberdeen to Lerwick in Shetland.
Up to four sailings from Aberdeen also travel
via Orkney’s capital; Kirkwall.

For islanders and visitors alike, NorthLink
Ferries provides a luxurious and comfortable
service that provides a vital link to and from
mainland Scotland. NorthLink’s modern
passenger vessels are equipped to cater to
passengers’ needs and on board, travellers
can expect a service that is a testament to the
islands’ warmth and friendliness.

Meals served on board are all prepared

using as much locally-sourced produce as
possible. On board shopping facilities provide
passengers with the opportunity to purchase
a keepsake from their visit or a gift for a family
member or friend. All ships include plenty of
activities to keep the children entertained;
including the Vikling's Den which has a range
of activities for children of all ages to enjoy.

NorthLink Ferries prides itself on making
journeys as comfortable as possible.
Passengers can choose from various
sleeping options, including two and four berth
en-suite cabins, sleeping pods and reclining
seats. Shower facilities are also available on-
board to ensure you reach your destination
refreshed and rejuvenated.

A range of accessible facilities are available to
allow easy access for all passengers.

These include specially designed cabins,
accessible toilets, wheelchair access and
boarding assistance.

Whether you are exploring all of Scotland’s
wonderful wilderness or discovering the
Northern Isles for the first time, visit
www.northlinkferries.co.uk or download the
mobile app to plan and book your trip, find
further information and learn more about the
services offered by NorthLink Ferries.

North Coast 500

For those whose dream break includes
exploration and discovery, Orkney is within
touching distance of Scotland’s answer to
Route 66 — North Coast 500. Whether you

are exploring this scenic circular route around
the Highlands on two wheels or four, Orkney
is just a short crossing from Scrabster
allowing you to spend some time taking in all
that island life has to offer, before heading back
to Mainland Scotland to continue your tour of
the Highlands.

To make the most of your trip to either Orkney
or Sheltand, visit the website or get in touch
with our contact centre team for further
inspiration and inspiring itinerary ideas.

NorthLink Ferries operate three passenger
ships — MV Hjaltland and MV Hrossey serving
Kirkwall and Lerwick, whilst MV Hamnavoe
sails on the Pentland Firth between Scrabster
and Stromness.

Travelling from Aberdeen

Aberdeen is well connected to the rest of
Scotland and the UK by road, air and rail.
The ferry terminal is conveniently located in
the heart of the city, close to the rail and bus
stations at Union Square.

NorthLink Ferries has partnered with bus
operator, Stagecoach, to offer passengers an
onward bus — the 727 Jet Bus — to Aberdeen
International Airport. The service operates
Monday to Friday, departing the Ferry Terminal
at 07:42 and arriving at the Airport at 08:34. On
Saturday and Sunday, it leaves at 07:20 and
arrives at 08:02. For the full timetable go to
www.northlinkferries.co.uk

...to Lerwick

NorthLink Ferries operates a daily service

to Lerwick, leaving Aberdeen in the evening
and arriving at 07:30 the following morning in
Shetland’s capital.

...to Kirkwall

NorthLink Ferries also operate a direct link to
Orkney from Aberdeen. The service to Kirkwall
departs on a Tuesday*, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday evening, calling into Kirkwall at
283:00 before departing for Lerwick.

The Ring of Brodgar, Orkney

Travelling from Scrabster

Scrabster is in the far north of Mainland
Scotland near Thurso in Caithness. There
are road, rail and bus links to Thurso from
Inverness, which is well connected to the rest
of Scotland.

...to Stromness

NorthLink Ferries operate a 90-minute crossing
three times a day in the peak period between
Scrabster and Stromness. During off-peak
periods and at weekends there are two return
crossings a day. Take MV Hamnavoe to Orkney
to enjoy the spectacular view of the famous
sea stack, the Old Man of Hoy, and the red
sandstone cliffs of St John's Head.

Average travel distances/times by car:

Glasgow (146 miles) / Edinburgh
(126 miles) to Aberdeen
3 hours

Inverness to Scrabster (112 miles)
3 hours

Stromness to Kirkwall (15 miles)
30 minutes

For more details on our timetables, please see
pages 10-11.

* No Kirkwall call from 2 Jan-31 Mar and 1 Nov-30 Dec
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With green rolling fields bordered by huge seascapes, Orkney has an incredible allure and huge range of
attractions. Visitors can enjoy extraordinary remains of villages, stone circles and tombs and the sunken fleet
at Scapa Flow whilst sampling wonderful food and drink. An abundance of entertainment and activities on
offer include festivals and shows, island-hopping, golf at midnight, traditional music and crafts and of course

spectacular wildlife watching.

The Old Man of Hoy

Standing at 449ft, The Old Man of Hoy is

one of Orkney’s best-known landmarks. The
iconic red sandstone stack is over 200 years
old and popular amongst climbers due to its
challenging environment. The stack can be
seen when sailing on MV Hamnavoe, the only
ferry to sail past the Old Man of Hoy.

The Churchill Barriers

Linking the mainland of Orkney to the South
Isles, the Churchill Barriers were built in 1940
as naval defences following the sinking of the
Royal Oak. Reaching almost two kilometres
in length, the four causeways now serve

as road links, carrying the A961 road from
Kirkwall to Burwick.

Skara Brae

Discovered under a sand dune after a windstorm in 1850,
Skara Brae is a settlement of ten clustered houses which were
occupied over 5,000 years ago. The stone-built furniture has
been perfectly preserved in the sand; cupboards, beds and
boxes are all intact. Older than the pyramids - Skara Brae is
one of the must-see attractions of Orkney, offering an amazing
glimpse into Neolithic life.

The Italian Chapel

Built in 1943 by Italian prisoners
of war (who were working at the
time on The Churchill Barriers),
the ltalian chapel was built out of
two Nissen huts, concrete and
scrap metal. The tabernacle was
made from wood obtained from
a wrecked ship and the light
holders made out of corned beef
tins. The interior was exquisitely
painted by Domenico Chiocchetti,
a gifted painter from Moena, ltaly.

“# Standing Stones of Stenness and the Ring of Brodgar

“ The Standing Stones of Stenness and the Ring of Brodgar

are two very different sets of Neolithic standing stones, three
quarters of a mile apart in the West Mainland of Orkney. The
four Standing Stones of Stenness are monstrously tall at five
metres high and were erected 5,000 years ago. The Ring of
Brodgar is a larger yet younger ring of 30 standing stones,
which may have been built to accommodate more people. The
purpose of both are unknown, but just as churches today are
used for various events, it is likely that the stone circles served
a number of roles.
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Shetland is a place of drama. “Nature” wrote one visitor, “appears in her wildest dress” in these, Britain’s most
northerly islands, and it is indeed the wildness and grandeur of the Shetland landscapes and seascapes which
inevitably become visitors’ most enduring memory.

There are more than 100 islands here, each forged by the roaring surging waves of the North Atlantic.
Everywhere one goes, there are dramatic cliffs, perfect deserted beaches, huge vistas across awe-inspiring
voes and inlets, and above, the cry of seabirds.

Jarlshof

An impressive archaeological site which was occupied for
millennia. Excavation proved to be rather difficult, as the site

is layered, with later generations of dwellers building on top of
previous houses and reusing materials. Remarkable survivors of
this site include Neolithic pottery, round houses and an Iron Age
broch built close to the shore. Pictish influences can be seen,
and there are seven Norse houses. Jarlshof has a longhouse,
several outbuildings for sheltering domesticated animals and a
sauna from Viking times. On top of it all sits a medieval house.
Jarlshof is a superb place to learn about the history of Shetland.

Up Helly Aa
Up Helly Aa is on the last Tuesday of January. A
procession of 1,000 men with flaming torches,
led by the Viking Jarl Squad, circle and set fire
to a Viking Galley! For those that don’t manage
to make the event itself, the Galley Shed
exhibition in Lerwick provides a plethora of
information about this thrilling festival.

Sumburgh Head

Sumburgh Head is a 100m high cliff at the southern tip of the
Shetland Mainland. Tidal streams from the east and west meet
here, and the mixing of water provides food for seabirds and
whales. As a result, Sumburgh is an RSPB reserve noted as an
excellent place to see puffins (from May to July). Humpback,
Killer and Minke whales can sometimes be spotted from the cliff
top in summer. The lighthouse has recently been converted into
a great visitor's centre where you can learn about Shetland'’s
birdlife and marine life, and the history and mechanics of running
a lighthouse.

Scalloway Castle

Built in 1599 and occupied for only a
short time, Scalloway Castle is a great
place to explore. From the main hall to
the dungeon, each room has a wealth
of history that visitors can learn about
as they wander.

St Ninian’s Isle

St Ninian’s Isle is joined to the Shetland
mainland at Bigton by a beautiful sandy
tombolo or spit, the largest in the United
Kingdom. St Ninian’s Isle has featured twice in
the BBC’s Shetland series.
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Served by MV Hamnavoe, the 90-minute
Scrabster to Stromness route is the only sailing
to travel past the iconic Old Man of Hoy and St
John's Head landmarks.

These sailings offer a range of onboard
facilities including a restaurant, Magnus’
Lounge and the Northern Isles gift shop
selling local newspapers, snacks, gifts,
books, fragrances and travel products.

The Vikling’s Den is a great dedicated

play area for children to enjoy fancy dress
costumes, TV showing children’s cartoons,
books and colouring pads.

M\} H_amnavoe Magnus’ Lounge

Food and Drink

Passengers can enjoy a variety of delicious
freshly prepared meals, using locally sourced
produce in the onboard Feast restaurant.

For £9.95, adults can enjoy an all-inclusive
breakfast or a continental breakfast is available
for £6.95. For every adult breakfast purchased,
up to two children (under 16) can eat breakfast
for free.

A three-course meal can be pre-booked

for a special rate of £17.25, or purchased
individually on board. Children can choose
from a variety of meals priced at £5.25 and
served in a NorthLink Ferry boat with new
potatoes or chips, Strathmore water or milk,
and fruit or a Walls Calippo.

Magnus’ Lounge

Magnus’ Lounge on MV Hamnavoe offers the
perfect space to work or unwind. For just £7.50
you will receive complimentary tea, coffee, soft
drinks, nibbles, newspapers and magazines.
On morning sailings hot filled rolls are on offer
and during afternoon sailings, passengers can
relax with a complimentary drink. Main meals
are also available to purchase in Magnus’
Lounge.

Entertainment

Whilst travelling, passengers are able to
download and enjoy a selection of newspapers
and magazines directly on their smartphone

or tablet. Passengers can download the
PressReader app from the Google Play, Apple
Store or Kindle App Store; whilst you relax on
board you will be able to access a wide library
of news and lifestyle publications.

Bed & Breakfast

The Hamnavoe bed & breakfast offer is a
great way to get a good night'’s sleep before
departing from Stromness on the 06:30 or
09:00 sailing. Passengers can board the ship
between 21:30 and 23:30 and enjoy a drink
or a complimentary snack in the comfortable
setting of Magnus’ Lounge.

MV Hamnavoe features 16 cabins, with all
featuring two or four berths and en-suite
facilities. Cabins come with premium linens

En-suite cabin accommodation
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MV Hamnavoe s;iﬁng to Orknéy

and towels, Shetland wool blankets, satellite TV
and tea and coffee-making facilities. Those
staying in a Premium cabin also receive
complimentary bottled water, Mirrie Dancers
chocolates, Caithness Shortbread and local
newspapers, as well as access to Magnus’
Lounge for the morning sailing.

Two all-inclusive Scottish breakfasts are
included in this offer which is priced from
£40 per cabin.

An all-inclusive Scottish breakfast
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Enjoy a range of services on board sister ships
MV Hijaltland and MV Hrossey whilst travelling
from Aberdeen to Kirkwall and Lerwick.

Food and Drink

NorthLink Ferries’ tasty and diverse menu
boasts the best of locally sourced food.

There are a number of options for eating and
drinking on board to suit your needs — you
can order from the main restaurant, called The
Feast, in Magnus’ Lounge or the Midship Bar.
There are also vending machines on board
offering tea, coffee, soft drinks and snacks.

Meal deal options are available to pre book
offering cost savings on a three-course dinner
or dinner and breakfast package.

All-inclusive breakfast £9.95
Continental breakfast £6.95
Three-course dinner £17.25
Three-Course Dinner & Breakfast £27.20

On arrival into Lerwick or Aberdeen, there is
no need to rush off the ship in the morning,
ensuring you can enjoy a leisurely breakfast
to start your day. Take advantage of our Kids
Eat Free offer where for every adult breakfast
purchased, up to two children (under 16) can
eat breakfast for free. While car drivers need to
be ready to disembark their vehicle on arrival,
other passengers are welcome to stay on
board, and drivers may return on board after
unloading. Breakfast is served until 09:00 and
you can remain on board until 09:30.

Accommodation

Conveniently sailing overnight between
Aberdeen and Lerwick and regularly calling
into Kirkwall, the Hjaltland and Hrossey offer
a variety of accommodation options to suit
every budget.

Cabins

A range of en-suite cabin options is available.
These include two and four berth cabins for
exclusive use or to share with friends or family
and cabins for those with restricted mobility.
There is also the option to buy a berth in a
shared cabin with other passengers.

Executive and Premium cabins are
available, featuring satellite TV, luxury towels,
Shetland wool blankets, local newspapers,
complimentary Mirrie Dancers Chocolates,
Caithness shortbread and bottled water.
Both of these cabin options provide you with
complimentary access to Magnus’ Lounge.

Sleeping Pod

If you want a good night’s sleep without the
cost of your own cabin, sleeping pods are a
great alternative at just £18. A reclining chair
with foot support and added privacy, they
come with a large table, adjustable lighting
and a USB socket to charge mobile devices. A
blanket, pillow, eye mask and token for access
to the shower facilities are also provided.

Reclining Seats

Reclining seats are available in the Longship
Lounge and on the port side of the vessel,
and these can be reserved for you at the time
of booking. A blanket and pillow can be hired
from the shop.

Showers

Shower tokens are available from reception
desk or any till point on board for £3.

A towel can also be hired for £2 plus

a £5 returnable deposit.

Magnus’ Lounge

The comfortable Magnus’ Lounge offers
the perfect space to work or unwind. For
£18.50 (departing Aberdeen or Lerwick) or
£14.00 (departing Kirkwall, you will receive
complimentary tea, coffee, soft drinks,
nibbles and two vouchers for a beverage
of your choice.

Open until 01:30, Magnus’ Lounge reopens in
the morning where a complimentary continental
breakfast is served, or you can upgrade to full
Scottish Breakfast.

Children’s Play Area

The Vikling’s Den offers a dedicated, friendly
place for little Viklings to play. Toys, games,
dress-up, colouring and activity pads, and

a TV showing cartoons and other children’s
programmes are available to keep your young
Viklings entertained.

Entertainment

Whilst travelling, passengers are able to
download and enjoy a selection of newspapers
and magazines directly on their smartphone

or tablet. Passengers can download the
PressReader app from the Google Play, Apple
Store or Kindle App Store; whilst you relax on
board you will be able to access a wide library
of news and lifestyle publications.

The Vikling’s Den

Once a newspaper or magazine is downloaded
with PressReader, it will remain on your device.
Enjoy some holiday reading courtesy of
NorthLink Ferries!

Shopping

A range of quality items are sold in the onboard
shop including newspapers, snacks, local food
and drink, crafts, jewellery, books, fragrances
and a variety of travel products.

Valet Parking

The valet service allows drivers who would
rather not drive their car on or off the ferry to
board as a foot passenger. For £19.25 your
car will be loaded before departure and then
unloaded as you reach your destination,
leaving your key to be collected from the ship’s
reception desk.

Celebration Packages

Celebrate on board; celebration packages can
be organised, adding wine, chocolates, fruit
and a card to a journey. Packages start at £25
and should be arranged no less than 24 hours
in advance of departure.
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Sleeping Pods



2(9] 9 %M M W;/ ﬁ//ﬂw 2019 Scrabster to Stromness Timetable

1 1
(Prices in £’s) Scrabster- Stromness Aberdeen-| Lerwu:k Aberdeen-| Klrkwall Lerwick- Klrkwall 1 2 2 1
Al fares single passage Mid | High Mid | High Mid | High Mid | High | 2 3 1 3 2
PASSENGERS 3 4 2 4 1 3
Adult Single (16+) g £18.45 | £19.90 £28.00 | £34.00 £26.50 | £32.00 [RAPEIM £16.80 | £20.25 4 1 1 5 3 5 2 4 1
Child Single (15 & Under) ! £9.25 | £10.00 £14.00 | £16.80 £13.20 | £16.05 [¥®IM £8.45 | £10.15 5 2 2 6 4 1 6 3 5 2
Infant (4 & Under) FOC | FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC 6 3 3 7 5 2 7 4 1 6 3 1
VEHICLES 7 4 4 ] 6 3 ] 5 2 7 4 2
£56.00 | £60.00 £114.00 | £120.00 £108.00 | £114.00 £75.00 | £85.00 8 5 B 9 7 4 9 6 3 8 5 3
Motorhome (<6m) ¥ £56.00 | £60.00 £114.00 | £120.00 £108.00 | £114.00 £75.00 | £85.00 9 6 6 10 8 B 10 7 4 9 6 4
!;g"?eﬁ;‘? I‘r’""zed Vehicles (>6m) Xl £11.75 | £12.85 £14.95 | £17.80 £13.20 | £14.95 £12.85 | £14.30 10 4 7 1 9 J 1 8 5 10 4 5
PP P 11 8 8 12 10 7 12 9 6 1 8 6
Bicycle FOC | FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC FOC s . . v > 5 vy o = S . =
Motorcycles/Scooters . £18.45 | £20.65 £26.00 | £28.50 £22.10 | £26.00 £21.30 | £24.15 - = = T - c T = & - - &
SCEOMNODAON 14 1 1" 15 13 10 15 12 9 14 1 9
Premium Outer 2 berth X £69.00 | £69.00 [EJLENIN £135.00 | £146.00 RSN £135.00 | £146.00 ESLENIN £135.00 | £146.00 s s » o ” » s s o s s o
Inner 4 berth with TV £83.00 FARENINESPENN] £83.00 FARENONERPENNGY £83.00 FRRENNESPINN] o - - e e - pe ” o o T o
Outer 2 berth . £52.00 | £62.00 (N £106.00 | £117.00 XM £106.00 | £117.00 XM £106.00 | £117.00 = ” ” 1 o 13 s e ” = ” 2
Inner 4 berth (Xl £103.00 | £114.00 &K £103.00 | £114.00 [E&XIM £103.00 | £114.00 e e e o = ” s o - . e o
Inner 2 berth X £40.00 | £45.50 [ESCNIM £73.00 | £88.00 [N £73.00 | £88.00 WL £73.00 | £88.00 = 7 = o 7 = o = 7 = 7 7
Outer 4 berth = £52.007) £62.00 20 17 17 21 19 16 21 18 15 20 17 15
Day“me Cabins = £31.00 | £31.00 21 18 18 22 20 17 22 19 16 21 18 16
Berth in inner 4 £35.00 | £38.00 £38.00 £35.00 | £38.00 2 o o 2 ” 8 P 20 - 2 o -
Berth in outer 2 £53.00 | £59.00 £59.00 £53.00 | £59.00 = 5 = ” = 5 ” = 5 = = 5
Sleeping Pods £18.00 | £18.00 £18.00 £18.00 | £18.00 24 2 21 25 23 20 25 22 19 24 2 19
Reclining Seats £3.50 £3.50 £3.50 £3.50 £3.50 25 22 22 26 24 21 26 23 20 25 22 20
EXTRAS 26 23 23 27 25 22 27 24 21 26 23 21
Kennel Small . £7.55 £7.55 £7.55 = 7 7 = e B = e = = = =
Kennel Large £10.05 £10.05 28 25 25 29 27 24 29 26 23 28 25 23
Valet Parking £19.25 £19.25 £19.25 £19.25 = o e = o = = o 7 = o 7
30 27 27 29 26 31 28 25 30 27 25
31 28 28 30 27 29 26 31 28 26
29 31 28 30 27 29 27
. 30 29 31 28 30 28
: Mid season: 1-6 Jan, 24 Mar— 14 Jun, . .
. Low season: 7 Jan- 23 Mar, 1 Nov-17 Dec 1 Sept-31 Oct, 18-31 Dec D High season: 15 Jun-31 Aug 31 30 29 29
30 30
31
LERWICK — KIRKWALL — ABERDEEN (SOUTHBOUND) ABERDEEN — KIRKWALL — LERWICK (NORTHBOUND) Correct at time of print. Visit www.northlinkferries.co.uk/timetables for most up to date information.
MON TUES WED THUR FRI  SAT  SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI  SAT  SUN
SCRABSTER STROMNESS
DEP LERWICK  1730' 1900  1900° DEP ABERDEEN 1900 1700 The ‘Landbridge’ offer
DEPARTURE OFF PEAK PEAK WEEKEND i
ARR KIRKWALL  2300° ARR KIRKWALL i Thl$ offer enables passengers tq travel from
SAILING TIVE Caithness to Shetland, routing via Scrabster to
DEP KIRKWALL ~ 23452 DEP KIRKWALL 90 MINUTES Stromness, and then onwards from Kirkwall to
Lerwick, for a reduced fare.
ARR ABERDEEN ARRLERWICK 0730 0730 0730 STROMNESS 0630 | 1645 | 0630 | 1100 | 1645 | 0900 | 1645

SCRABSTER

Concessions
0845 | 1900 | 0845 | 1315 | 1900 | 1200 | 1900 10% discount available on standard fares to senior
STROMNESS citizens (aged 60 years and over), those in full-time
education and disabled passengers. Final check-
I:l in is 30 minutes prior to published departure.

Kids Go Free
With the ‘Kids Go Free’ promotion children can travel for free on direct Lerwick to Aberdeen and Aberdeen to Lerwick
routes. The offer is open for travel all year round and is available to families who book a car and a cabin.

Book online at www.northlinkferries.co.uk or via our app
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Mark Stockdale in the Isle of nght Heather Petrie at the Giant’s Causeway

Sarah Wingrove at Portsoy
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